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Mv JOSEPH VOEZ 

Washington, June 9 (Xl-MYS Bureau) — The Central 
Intelligence Ajrency targeted a ■wide variety of American 
organization? — including the Jewish fraternal group Bhiai 
ll’rith — for surveillance, despite a law banning the CIA 
from domestic mopping, The NEWS was told today. 


The CIA, hy law confined to 
espionage activities in foreign 
countries, has been under increas- 
ing attack on Capitol Hill since 
.if was revealed that in 1971 Ma- 
rine Gen. Robert Cushman, then 
CIA deputy director, provided 
spy equipment to 'Watergate 
conspirator E. Howard Hunt Jr. 

Hunt, an cx-CIA agent, was 
later convicted of -breaking into 
the Democrats’ Watergate head- 
quarters here and has admitted 
planning the burglary of the Los 
Angeles office of Daniel Ells- 

II nut Got Cl A Assistance ' ; 
berg’s psychiatrist. 

Cl A officials admit they pro- 
vided a wi.tr, tape recorder and 
voice alteration machine to Hunt, 
cn orders from John D. Ehrlich- 
wan, former White House do- 
mestic affairs chic-f, hut had no 
idea Hunt planned anything 11-. 
legal. 

But it was learned front reli- 
able sources that the agency’s 
"dirty tricks" division, which spe- 
cializes in clandestine activities 
including wiretapping, has been 
engaged in missions inside the 
United States for at least five 
years. The spies; nfiVc been work- 
in fT 5h fas ‘many as SO American 
cities often using the open — and 
legal — "Contact Services'’ opera- 
tion as a front. 

Contact Services has field of- 
fices around the country — the 
Manhattan office is listed in the 
telephone directory although no 
address is given. The ostensible 
purpose of “Contact Services’ 1 is 
to contact tourists and other vis- 
itors to foreign countries asking 
for details of what they saw. 

In the late Kind's, a bit ter. bat- 
tle between the open intelligence 



Richard Holms 
Announced the policy 


division and the invert agents 
from “dirty tricks" was waged 
fiver who would control Contact 
Services. After a well-publicized 
revelation that the CIA had infil- 
trated the National Student Asso- 
ciation, the dirty tricks division" 
lost. 

However, despite remarks hy 
Richard Helms, then CIA direc- 
tor, in sniff meetings that the 
domestic snooping would be left 
to the FBI, as the law required, 
the dirty tricks group established 
a parallel organization in various 
field offices for clandestine op- 
erations. 

On the West Coast, the in- 


fighting has centered over how 
to conduct espionage operations 
against China. Contact Services 
has used a low-key approach 
asking travelers to China to re- 
port what they see. 

In one case, according to CIA 
sources, a professor turned down 
Contact Services .for personal 
reasons — - he had. relatives in 
China who might be in jeojardy 
— hut the clandestine forces 
sought “to muscle" the profes- 
sor into helping under the threat 
of revealing embarrassing per- 
sonal information. 

The sources revealed that the 
agency’s involvement in domes- 
tic activities goes hack years. be- 
fore a young White House aide, 
Tom Charles Huston, made a 
controversial proposal for coor- 
dinating- domestic spying to Pres- 
ident Nixon in l'diO. Nixon at 
first approved the program of 
hugging and breaking into fa- 
cilities of radical groups but re- 
versed himself five days later 
after the. late HIM Director, J. 
Edgar Hoover, feuding with the 
CIA, objected. 

CIA spokesman declined com- 
ment today on the reported 
operation against B'nai B’riili. 
list why the agency was inter- 
ested in the nationalwide group, 
which has 500,000 members, was 
unclear. It is knowwn. however, 
that Israeli intelligence activities 
have been of particular interest 
to the agency because of the 
situation in the Middle East. 
Some observers believe that the 
CIA wants to keep tabs cn or- 
ganizations that have regular 
contacts with Israel. 

Denies Activity Within U.S. 

The CIA spokesman denied the 
agency conducts intelligence op- 
erations against “American in- 
stitutions that operate strictly 
within the United States." Bui he 
declined comment when asked if 
■th.O agency spies against groups 
in the ti.S. that have foreign 
contacts'. 

One intelligence source said: 
'If you waWnt me to ray nothing 
is done cnndestimdy by the CIA 
within the United Stairs, weli I 
just couldn’t say that." 
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